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http://www.unitedthroughreading.org/ 
 

A Service Project to Help Those Who Serve 
 
The United Service Organization’s United Through Reading Program is the nation’s first non-profit to “promote 
the read aloud experience for separated military families.”  In this program, a military service member reads 
aloud a children’s book. The reading is recorded on video and put on a DVD. The DVD and book are sent to the 
child and this effort is said to ease the stress of separation, build family resiliency, make homecomings easier, 
and cultivate a love for books and of reading.  It’s more than a book on tape. It’s a family member reading to 
his/her child, niece, or nephew when it can’t be done in person, literacy in action and a lasting keepsake. 
 
As someone who sends to the troops as part of several efforts, I can say first-hand that some soldiers and 
Marines have said how much they appreciate the opportunity to connect with their children and even nieces and 
nephews using this USO program. They say their children cherish the DVD and book even years later and love 
to reread the book and watch the DVD again and again.  You may be aware of this fact already, but we have 
service members now on their third and fourth deployments.  While the USO provides the DVD, envelope, 
and mailing, many are in desperate need of books for use in this United Through Reading Program.  
Please consider making this effort a service project for your group this year.  Collect new and gently-used 
picture books, children’s books, easy readers, and chapter books.  The program aims to serve toddlers through  
11 year-olds.  Send the books to a USO in Afghanistan or Kuwait which desperately needs the books to promote 
reading. It’s a great way to support our troops while also promoting literacy!  Your post office will provide you 
with the required customs form and help you complete it. You can use your own box and send Media Mail rate, 
or get a free large-sized APO/FPO Priority Mail Flat Box at the post office and pay $16.85 for shipping that 
box. It’s flat rate, so it doesn’t matter how much the box weighs; if it fits, it ships!  
 
These USO’s are in DESPERATE need of books: Listed are the contact person’s name and complete mailing address. Here’s all you need! 
 

1) Duty Manager, Pat Tillman USO, APO AE 09354 
2) Rebecca Medeiros, USO Kandahar, APO AE 09355 
3) Aubrey Minakami, USO Duty Manager, Camp Arifjan, FPO AE 09372-0000 
4) Duty Manager, USO Bagram, USO Bagram Air Field, APO AE 09354 
5) Duty Manager, USO Camp Buehring, APO AE 09330 

 
For more information, contact: Amy Conkelton, ACIRA (Aiken Council of the International Reading Assn.) via 
aconkelton@acpsd.net or amyconk@gmail.com. Use my name if you include a note, or HOOAH All-Stars.  


